
Health Technology Assessment Program Seeking Public Comment on New Technologies 

For Immediate Release: 11/19/2012  

Contact: Jim Stevenson, Chief Communications Officer, HCA, 360-725-1915 

OLYMPIA – The Health Technology Assessment program is accepting public comments on 

potential medical technologies that will be considered by the Health Care Authority 

Administrator for selection for review by the state during the coming year. 

The public comment period continues through 5 p.m. on Monday, December 3. 

The current list includes seven new topics for review, including 

 Proton Beam Therapy: Radiation therapy for treatment of some cancers  

 Facet Neurotomy for Cervical and Lumbar Pain: Surgical treatment for back pain  

 Nonpharmacologic Treatments for Treatment Resistant Depression: Treatments 

include trans-cranial magnetic stimulation and electro-convulsive therapy  

 Non-invasive Diagnosis/Screening for Colon Cancer: Diagnostic tests for colon cancer  

 Neuroimaging for Primary Degenerative Dementia and Mild Cognitive Impairment: 

Advanced imaging for dementia  

 Screening Tests for Osteoporosis: Imaging tests for osteoporosis  

 Thyroid Ultrasound for Screening or Assessment of Goiter: Screening tests for 

thyroid tumors  

Two additional topics are selected for re-review including: 

 Hip Resurfacing: Bone-conserving alternative to total hip replacement  

 Hyaluronic Acid/Viscosupplementation: Joint injections for pain associated with 

osteoarthritis  

The Health Technology Assessment program was created by the Washington Legislature to 

review health care technologies with evidence-based criteria, making sure they are safe and 

effective, and that they offer a significant benefit before recommending their use to state health 

care programs like Medicaid or the Basic Health program. 

The ultimate selection of technologies for review is made by the Health Care Authority Director 

with consultation by participating state agencies. 

More information about the 2013 topic selection as well as technical details for individuals or 

organizations wishing to submit comment are posted on the Health Care Authority’s website at 

www.hta.hca.wa.gov. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR BACKGROUND: 

The Health Technology Assessment website: www.hta.hca.wa.gov 

http://www.hta.hca.wa.gov/
http://www.hta.hca.wa.gov/


HCA’s news release archives: www.hta.hca.wa.gov/press_releases.html 

Jim Stevenson, Communications, HCA 360-725-1915 jim.stevenson@hca.wa.gov 

The Health Care Authority does not discriminate and provides equal access to its programs and 

services for all persons without regard to race, color, gender, religion, creed, marital status, 

national origin, sexual orientation, age, veteran’s status or the presence of any physical, sensory 

or mental disability. 
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